ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

GREENFIELD, OHIO

LITURGICAL APPOINTMENTS FOR
SEPTEMBER 22/23, 2018
MINISTERS
OF THE WORD

MINISTERS OF
COMMUNION

3:30 p.m.

Kathy Poole

Dan Cook

Volunteer

Volunteer

12:00 noon

Amy Baldwin

Jim Block

Susan Stuckey

Amanda Hays

				

COLLECTION COUNTER: Jackie Soards $ Jerry Uhl

Sunday, September 16
Noon Richard Blankenship
		  (Robbie Blankenship)
Tuesday, September 18
11:00 a.m. Mike Hays Birthday – September 19
		  (Ann Marie Gunderman)
Friday, September 21
Noon Gene Heupel (Kathy & Bob Dye)
Saturday, September 22
3:30 p.m. Patsy Carson & Sharon Carson
		  (Teresa & Dan Allison)
Sunday, September 23
Noon Spangler & Stuckey Families
		  (Larry & Susan Stuckey)

Weekly Need......................................$ 1,900.00
Collection September 8/9, 2018

Envelopes & Loose........................$ 1,594.00
Variance....................................... – $
(3)

306.00

SVDP: $224.00

YTD NEED STARTING 7/8/18............$ 19,000.00
YTD COLLECTION.............................$ 18,645.00

VARIANCE...................................... – $
(4)

BENEDICTION EVERY
TUESDAY MORNING AT 11:00 a.m.

355.00

September 20…Daren Givens

September 21…Jessica Jansen
September 22…Sue Kennedy
September 25…Aaron Ford

Sunday, Sept. 16
24th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Catechetical Sunday
10:30 a.m. PSR Class
10:30 a.m. RCIA Class
Tuesday, Sept. 18
6:00 p.m. Choir in Church
Thursday, Sept 20
6:00-7:30 p.m. St. Vincent de Paul Pantry

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

Catechetical Sunday is an opportunity for the
Parish Religion Teachers to rededicate themselves
to the mission of offering to parishioners the
teachings of the Church. The theme for this year is
“Enlisting Witnesses for Jesus Christ.”
Liturgical Ministers: Your new assignment sheets
are in the back of the church by the bulletins.
Please take a copy so that you know when you will
be needed to serve.
PSR: Classes have started and there is still time
to send your children for Sunday Religion Classes,
Grades K-12. We have teachers who eagerly await
to teach your children the Catholic Faith.
RCIA: If you know anyone who might want to
join the Church or who needs more information
about the Church, we have teachers ready to
help them. RCIA meets on Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
in the Religious Education Building. We have
implemented a new improved program this year.
Do you want to be a server? Everyone is
welcome who made their First Communion. A
training session will be held in October for anyone
interested in becoming a server at the Lord’s Altar.

Saturday, Sept. 22
9:00 a.m. Rosary in Religious
		 Education Building
Sunday, Sept. 23
25th Sunday of Ordinary Time
10:30 a.m. PSR Class
10:30 a.m. RCIA Class

LAUGHTER IS GOOD

An old guy was working out
in the gym when he spotted
an attractive young lady. He
asked a nearby trainer, “What
machine should I use to impress
that lady over there?”
The trainer looked him up and
down and said, “I would try the
ATM in the lobby.”

People say that you can get salmonella from eating
contaminated chicken...
Does that mean people can get chickenella from
eating contaminated salmon??

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

SEPTEMBER 15/16, 2018

SERMON FOR TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY
The church members were eagerly awaiting their new pastor who was going to introduce
himself that morning. As the church was filling with people, a ragged, dirty homeless man sat
on the steps in front of the church. He asked people for change to buy some food. People
hurriedly walked around him. Not one person offered him any. He went to the front of the
church near the sanctuary, but was asked by an usher to move to the back. It would be
embarrassing to have a person like this sit so close to the new pastor.
The homeless man said “hello” to a few people in the back pew. They returned no greeting.
They slowly slid away from him. They looked down on him thinking, “I hope the new pastor
doesn’t see him. What will he think of us?”
Sitting at the back of the church, the homeless man listed to the announcements. An elder
went to the podium, excitedly announcing the pastor has arrived. “I would like to introduce to
you our new pastor.” The congregation looked around, clapping with joy and anticipation. To
their surprise and confusion, the homeless man at the back of the church stood up. He began
to walk down the main aisle towards the altar. The clapping slowly stopped. Parishioners
scolded him for getting in the way, shouting for him to sit down so the new pastor can walk in.
The homeless man was undeterred. He continued to walk right to the altar where he grabbed
a microphone. The people in the pews froze, not knowing what to do. He looked at the
shocked congregation and told them, “I am your new pastor. I mingled with you for 30 minutes
at the steps of our church. I walked among you, feeling judgment and rejection. Only one
person said ‘hello’ to me. I felt unwelcome, like an outcast who doesn’t belong here.”
The Pastor said, “I hope when you go home you reflect on what happened here this morning.
Examine your hearts. See you all next Sunday.” People bowed their heads in shame. Some
began to weep. Many were overwhelmed when they realized how they acted with such
unkindness. It doesn’t matter how many Sundays you sit in Church or think you’re saved.
God sees what you do. God sees how you treat people. That’s what really matters to Jesus
when He says, “Whoever loses his life for my sake will save it.”
I believe God will judge you on how you treat someone who has less power than you, less
money than you, not as nice clothes or house as you, less social status than you, employees
who work for you, those under your authority, and people who serve you. You can know what
a person is really like by how they treat waiters and cashiers at checkout. Treating others with
humility and compassion is how Jesus wants you to carry the cross.
“If a brother or sister has nothing to wear and has no food for the day, and one of you says to
them, “Go in peace, keep warm, and eat well,” but you do not give them the necessities of the
body, what good is it? So also, faith of itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”

