ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

GREENFIELD, OHIO

LITURGICAL APPOINTMENTS FOR
SEPTEMBER 15/16, 2018
MINISTERS
OF THE WORD

MINISTERS OF
COMMUNION

3:30 p.m.

Alba Shank

Eric Givens

Jackie Soards

Debbie Kennedy

12:00 noon

Anita O’Connor

Gene Kropfelder

Chyane Collins

Nancy Bennett

				

COLLECTION COUNTER: Yvonne Miller $ Paula Miller-Miller

Sunday, September 9
Noon Will Smith (Bob & Kathy Dye)
Tuesday, September 11
11:00 a.m. Angie Knedler
		  (Ann Marie Gunderman)
Friday, September 14
Noon Mike Hays
		  (Ann Marie Gunderman)
Saturday, September 15
3:30 p.m. Lorraine Wagner
		  (Bob & Kathy Dye)
Sunday, September 16
Noon Richard Blankenship
		  (Robbie Blankenship)

Weekly Need
Collection September 1/2 2018
Envelopes & Loose
Variance
(12 )

$ 1,900.00
$ 3,126.00
+$ 1,226.00

SVDP: $130.00

YTD NEED STARTING 7/8/18
YTD COLLECTION
VARIANCE
(0 )

BENEDICTION EVERY
TUESDAY MORNING AT 11:00 a.m.

$ 17,100.00
$ 17,051.00
–$
49.00

NEWS
AROUND
THE PARISH

Sunday, September 9
23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time
10:30 a.m.
PSR Class
10:30 a.m.
RCIA Class
11:00 a.m.
Knights of Columbus –
		  Fr. Lay Hall
1:00 p.m.
St. Vincent de Paul –
		  Religious Ed. Building
Tuesday, September 11
6:00 p.m.
Choir – Church
7:00 p.m.
Ladies Aux –
		  Religious Ed. Building
Saturday, September 15
9:00 a.m.
Rosary –
		  Religious Education Building
Sunday, September 16
24th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Catechetical Sunday
10:30 a.m.
PSR Class
10:30 a.m.
RCIA Class

Ladies Auxiliary – First meeting will be held
September 11th at 7:00 p.m. The theme for the
first meeting will be “GETTING TO KNOW YOU.”
All ladies of the parish are welcome. Refreshments
will be served by the executive committee. Dues
are $10.00 for the whole year. Come and join the
ladies from you parish.
Next summer, Bob and Kathy Dye will be
making their 6th visit to México. Their focus
for the trip will be to deliver love to three
orphanages. Ranchos de los Niños, Casa Hogar
Maria Imaculad and Morada de Niño Jesus
or about 150 kids ranging in age from 3 to 19,
including about 20 “special needs” children. It has
never been easier to get involved and to make a
difference in the lives of the marginalized of our
society. Want to know more, do more, get involved
or even join us on our next trip? Contact us by text
or voice at 740-703-0555 or visit us on the web at
https://www.bobkat18.com.

LAUGHTER IS GOOD

A man decides
to join the circus.
He shows up to
demonstrate his
skills to the ring
master.

“I have the most
unusual act,” he
announces. “I’m
sure it will amaze you.”

September 7…Emily Davis
September 10…Cathy Givens
September 13…Charles Volk

He climbs up to the high wire and jumps off! He
flaps his arms wildly, and finally his fall slows
and the man begins to fly. He soars upward,
turns, and swoops back again. Finally, he stops
in mid-air and gently lowers himself to the
ground.
The ring master says, “Is that all you’ve got?
Bird impressions?”

Leaked pics of what heaven
looks like

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

SEPTEMBER 8/9, 2018

SERMON FOR TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY

I got an early viewing of a TV show you have to watch on CBS Sunday nights. It’s called “God
Friended Me.” It’s about a guy named Miles who is an outspoken atheist. He is angry at God that on
the day the doctor said his mother was miraculously cured of cancer, she dies in a car wreck when
leaving the hospital. He cannot believe a good God would allow that to happen. But his whole life
turns upside down when he gets a “friend” request from God on Facebook. He can’t believe it. But
unwittingly, Miles becomes an “agent of change” bringing goodness to the lives of people around him
– thanks to God’s “friend” suggestions.
God told Miles to friend a man named John Dove. God even sent along a picture. Miles sees John in a
subway station. He saves John’s life by grabbing him as John was going to throw himself in front of the
train, despondent after being dumped by his girlfriend. Then God told John to friend a woman named
Cara Bloom. She is a writer for a magazine. She’s just about to lose her job because she is having a
writer’s block due to the pain of accidentally running into her mother who abandoned her when she
was a child. Miles learns that her mother was the nurse for his mother battling cancer. Miles convinces
Cara to meet her mother. He says, “I don’t have a mother still alive but you do.” When she does, Cara
meets not just her mom but her younger step-sister. Cara is enraged that her mom abandoned her
but could take care of her step-sister. Cara runs away, crossing the street while not looking. A car hits
her. She stops breathing. Miles feels helpless. Cara will die without a doctor. Miraculously a doctor
comes by who recognizes Miles. It’s John Dove whose life Miles saved earlier. John happens to be a
doctor. He applies CPR, saving Cara’s life. Miles begins to realize God has a “master plan” to bring
goodness. God is using Miles as an “agent of change” to turn bad into good.
In today’s Gospel, we see agents of change at work. People brought to Jesus a guy who probably all
his life couldn’t hear nor speak. The people begged Jesus to lay hands on him and heal him. We don’t
know who these people were, but they sure did care for the deaf man. They had faith in Jesus to do
good. Their hope was fulfilled when Jesus spit on the man’s tongue. The spit of a first-born male was
believed to have healing powers. Jesus groaned as a sign healing power was going through Him into
the deaf man. Jesus commands – “Be Opened” – and immediately, he spoke plainly.
Like the people whose faith brought the deaf man to Jesus, you too, are called to be an “agent of
change” for good. You are called to bring someone to Jesus. Your faith in Jesus can be the spark
that ignites faith in Jesus for another. Like Miles, there was a period in my life when my faith in God
was so weak it practically was nonexistent. I knew God existed but I figured He just didn’t care.
This happened right after I left the seminary when I was 23 years old. But God sent me my “agent
of change,” Fr. Ed Connelly, whose strong faith shocked my faith back to life like a defibrillator. He
encouraged me to finish my studies for the priesthood. What an honor to have him by my side as we
celebrated Mass together for the first time. I would not be a priest today for 37 years if it were not for
my friend who brought me back to Jesus.
Remember the movie, “It’s a Wonderful Life”? George Bailey was going to commit suicide by jumping
into the cold frigid waters below. George was despondent thinking he lost $8,000.00 dollars of the
bank’s deposits. He would go to jail. His family would be better off without him, he thought. But a
guardian angel named Clarence saves George by showing him what life would be like without him.
Clarence, a divine agent of change, did his good deed to earn his wings. On Christmas Eve, a bell on
the Christmas tree rings. Little Zuzu says “Look, daddy…. every time a bell rings, an angel gets his
wings.” George says “That’s right. That’s right.” Attaboy, Clarence.” May you one day receive your
wings.
Blessings, Fr. Mike

