ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

GREENFIELD, OHIO

LITURGICAL APPOINTMENTS FOR
SEPTEMBER 8/9, 2018
MINISTERS
OF THE WORD

MINISTERS OF
COMMUNION

3:30 p.m.

Eileen Corwin

Cathy Givens

Dan Allison

Teresa Allison

12:00 noon

Margaret Mobley

Amanda Hays

Brad Hays

Alba Shank

COLLECTION COUNTER: Margaret $ Jim Block

Sunday, September 2
Noon Jack Hirsch
		  (Jim & Rose Merkowitz)
Tuesday, September 4
11:00 a.m. Angie Knedler
		  (Ann Marie Gunderman)
Friday, September 7
Noon Delores & Frank Merkowitz
		  Wedding Anniversary
		  (Jim & Rose Merkowitz)
Saturday, September 8
3:30 p.m. Tom Strahler (Bertha Pottmeier)
Sunday, September 9
Noon Will Smith (Bob & Kathy Dye)

Weekly Need

$ 1,900.00

Collection August 25/26 2018
Envelopes & Loose
Variance
(7 )

$ 1,231.00
–$
669.00

SVDP: 100.00

YTD NEED STARTING 7/8/18
YTD COLLECTION
VARIANCE
(13 )

BENEDICTION EVERY
TUESDAY MORNING AT 11:00 a.m.

$ 15,200.00
$ 13,925.00
– $ 1,275.00

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

Teachers/aides are needed. If you think this might
be something that you could help with, please
contact Susan Stuckey at 740-335-1289 or the
Office at 937-981-2785.

Sunday, Sept. 2
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Tuesday, Sept. 4
6:00 p.m.
Choir – Church
Thursday, Sept. 6
6:00-7:30 p.m.
St. Vincent de Paul Pantry
Friday, Sept. 7
7:00 p.m.

Farm Mass

Saturday, Sept. 8
9:00 a.m.
Rosary – Religious
		  Education Building
Sunday, Sept. 9
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
10:30 a.m.
PSR Class
10:30 a.m.
RCIA Class

Choir: If you are interested in joining the Choir. We
need singers and keyboard players. Please come
to practice on Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. in the church.
Everyone is welcome.
Farm Mass: St. Martin Deanery Farm Mass will
take place Friday, September 7, 2018, at 7:00
p.m. at the farm of Tim and Diana Fischer, 9372
Sisterville Road, Hamersville, OH 45130. St. Mary
in Bethel is the host parish. You are invited to join
Archbishop Dennis Schnurr in the rural farm Mass.
Bring a chair.
Ladies Aux: First meeting will be held September
11th at 7:00 p.m. The theme for the first meeting
will be “GETTING TO KNOW YOU.” All ladies of the
parish are welcome. Refreshments will be served
by the executive committee. Dues are $10.00 for
the whole year. Come and join the ladies from your
parish.

LAUGHTER IS GOOD

A young man was a very slow
worker. He found it difficult
to hold down a job. After
a visit to the employment
office, he was offered work
at the local zoo.

August 29…Rosemary Kropfelder
September 1…Paula Miller
September 2…Kristy Bockrath

When he arrived for his first day, the keeper,
aware of his reputation, told him to take care of
the tortoise section. Later, the keeper dropped
by to see how the young man was doing. He
found him standing by an empty cage with the
gate open.
“Where are the tortoises?” he asked.
“I can’t believe it,” said the new employee, “I just
opened the door and whoosh, they were gone!”

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

SEPTEMBER 1/2, 2018

SERMON FOR TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY

I loved my Uncle Nick. My family would make the drive from Beaver County, PA, to Canton, Ohio, to
visit him and Aunt Mary on a Saturday morning for breakfast. I still remember him cooking blueberry
and pineapple pancakes smothered with hot liquid butter that melted in my mouth. Uncle Nick was a
hard-working steel worker who told it like it is. He despised hypocrisy. Knowing that I was studying for
the priesthood, he shared his feelings about the Catholic Church. Uncle Nick was Serbian Orthodox.
He didn’t go to church but he was spiritual man who lived a Christian life.
He said to me, “There’s something about Catholics that doesn’t make sense to me. I work with a
lot of Catholic guys at Timken Steel. They won’t eat meat on Friday because it’s, what you call it, a
mortal sin. Yet I know these same guys will go down to Sabolic’s Bar after work, drink too much, start
swearing, get in fights and flirt with women even though they’re married. I faithfully come home to
your Aunt Mary who cooks me Kielbasi that I eat on a Friday. So Michael, as a priest, would you tell
me I’m going to Hell, but those cheating guys are going to Heaven? I replied, “Uncle Nick, God wants
you in Heaven to cook your delicious pancakes. Those guys in Hell don’t deserve them.” He laughed
and gave me a big hug. We both agreed sin doesn’t go into the belly. It comes out of one’s heart.
The church allowed eating meat on Friday in 1983. Uncle Nick never lived to see his vindication. He
started cooking Heavenly pancakes in 1970.
There are a lot of “Uncle Nicks” out there today who question the moral authority of the Catholic
Church because of the child abuse by priests and the cover-ups by Bishops. There are some who
are even calling for Pope Francis himself to resign because he apparently knew Cardinal MacCarrick
abused minors since June 23, 2013. The Pope allowed MacCarrick to minister for another 5 years
before defrocking him.
It’s hard to identify yourself as a Catholic in the face of these scandals. People judge us. They feel the
Church has no right to call others to righteousness when the clergy is not living up to their own call to
righteousness. In spite of this, I want to offer you hope.
I am very proud to call myself Catholic Christian. I’ll tell you why. There is a difference between the
moral authority of the hierarchy (Pope, Bishops and priests) and the moral authority of the Catholic
Church. By moral authority, I mean the ability to guide others to decide right from wrong. The hierarchy
may lose its moral authority due to sin, but the Catholic Church which is established by Jesus can
never lose its moral authority because it comes directly from God whose teachings are true and
worthy of belief. Jesus said in Matthew 16:18 “upon this rock I will build my church, and all the powers
of hell will not conquer it.” Vatican II, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, states all what Jesus
intends for His Church exists in the Catholic Church. The teachings and sacraments of the Catholic
Church can never be destroyed by the devil no matter how sinful our shepherds.
My Uncle Nick was very proud that his nephew wanted to be a priest. He told me before he died, “Lead
others to Jesus by your example.” You know why people still want to join St. Mary and St. Benignus?
They are attracted by members of our church who show God’s love, who teach God’s kindness and
who live their faith. Converts don’t give a hoot about the hierarchy.
St. James defined pure religion as “caring for orphans and widows in their affliction.” They were the
weakest of society. The Catholic Church teaching on this has never changed since St. James wrote
about it, even though some of the shepherds failed to protect. Please pray for all Church leaders,
especially myself, that we be doers of the word of God and just not hearers. I close with the last words of
a true hero for our country, Senator John McCain. He wrote, “Do not despair of our present difficulties.”
Blessings, Fr. Mike

