ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

GREENFIELD, OHIO

LITURGICAL APPOINTMENTS FOR
SEPTEMBER 1/2, 2018
MINISTERS
OF THE WORD

MINISTERS OF
COMMUNION

3:30 p.m.

Erice Givens

Margaret Mobley

Rose Merkowitz

Jim Merkowitz

12:00 noon

Chyane Collins

Gene Kropfelder

Jim Blocks

Nancy Bennet

COLLECTION COUNTER: Margaret $ Jim Block

Sunday, August 26
Noon Roy & Evelyn Dye
		  (Bob & Kathy Dye)
Tuesday, August 28
11:00 a.m. Gene Heupel
		  (Bob & Kathy Dye)
Friday, August 30
Noon Steve Wylie
		  (Bob & Kathy Dye)
Saturday, September 1
3:30 p.m. Don & Kay Flynn
		  (Bob & Kathy Dye)

Sunday, September 2
Noon Jack Hirsch
		  (Jim & Rose Merkowitz)

Weekly Need

$ 1,900.00

Collection August 18/19 2018
Envelopes & Loose
Variance
(3)

$ 2,285.00
$
385.00

SVDP: $70.00

CCCCCCCC
CCCCCCCC
YTD NEED STARTING 7/8/18
$ 13,300.00
YTD COLLECTION
$ 12,694.00
VARIANCE
$
606.00
(6 )

BENEDICTION EVERY
TUESDAY MORNING AT 11:00 A.M.

LAUGHTER IS GOOD

Sunday, August 26
21st Sunday of Ordinary Time
Tuesday, August 28
6:00 p.m. Choir – Church
Wednesday, August 29
1:00-4:00 p.m. GCCA – Food Pantry
Saturday, September 1
9:00 a.m. Rosary –
		  Religious Ed. Building
Sunday, September 2
22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time
August 14......Peggy Strahler
August 20......Brad Hays
August 22.....Cathy Fox

Early one evening a gentleman went to his
garage and pulled the lawn furniture out onto the
driveway. Shortly after followed the lawnmower,
a few gardening tools and a bicycle.
A curious neighbor wandered over and asked if
he was going to have a garage sale.
“No,” replied the gentleman, “my son just bought
his first car and right now he’s getting ready for a
big date. He’ll be taking the car out soon to pick
up the girl.”
“So what’s with all the stuff?” asked the neighbor.
“Well, after years of moving tricycles, toys and
sports equipment out of the way every time I
came home from work, I wanted to make sure
the driveway was ready for him.”

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH
PSR/RCIA: PSR (Parish School Religion) and RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) programs
will also be starting on September 9th of 2018. A sign-up sheet will be in the back of the church for you
to enroll your child/children in class. RCIA Adults who would like to come into the Catholic Church or learn
more about the Catholic Church will also have a sign up sheet.
Teachers/aides are needed. If you think this might be something that you could help with, please contact
Susan Stuckey at 740-335-1289 or the Office at 937-981-2785.
Choir: If you are interested in joining the Choir, please come to practice on Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. in the
church. Everyone is welcome. Those who are tone deaf and sing off key will not be turned away.
Knights of Columbus: The Knights would like to thank all who attended the St. Benignus Parish Picnic.
There were about 75 to 80 parishioners present. Plenty of good food and 34 prizes were awarded to those
present.
Catholic Ministries Appeal: Archbishop Schnurr thanks the faithful of St. Benignus for their generous
participation in the 2018 Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMA). St. Benignus pledged $3,347.00 to the Appeal.
A special thank you to the families who participated in this year’s appeal.
Parish Council: There will not be a meeting in the month of September due to the holiday of Labor Day,
but will hold session on October 7, 2018 after the Sunday Mass.
Ladies Auxiliary: First meeting will be held September 11th at 7:00 p.m. The theme for the first meeting
will be “GETTING TO KNOW YOU”. All ladies of the parish are welcome. Refreshments will be served by
the executive committee. Dues are $10.00 for the whole year.
Liturgical Ministers: Your new assignment sheets are in the back of church by the bulletins. If you have
a problem serving, please let the office know.

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

AUGUST 25/26, 2018

SERMON FOR TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY

Jesus came to Earth to answer two questions: The first is “Who is God”? The second is
“What does God want”? Jesus answers the first question by revealing God as Loving,
Kind and Merciful. To prove this Jesus did a lot of healing miracles and forgave a lot of
sins. People took notice. Many became His followers. I would want to be good friends
with someone who could make my life better. I could be very attracted to Jesus who said
God is not out to punish me.
But His answer to the second question, “What does God want?” got Jesus in trouble.
Jesus said God wants you to eat my flesh and drink my blood to have eternal life. The
followers responded by saying “This saying is hard; who can accept it?” They showed
their disdain by leaving Jesus and going home.
One of the saddest and most frustrating experiences I have as a priest is to see good
people leave their faith in the face of hardships. When they most need God, they walk
away from God. I experienced this too many times as a Chaplain at Children’s Hospital.
Faced with the unfairness of a child seriously ill, some parents walked away from God,
thinking He doesn’t care or worse, blaming Him for the illness. The devil has only one
purpose – to separate God’s children from God. Nothing makes the devil happier than
this. I think one of the greatest rewards in Heaven will be given to those who remain
faithful to God when everything in their life told them to just leave God with disdain.
What does it mean to be faithful to God? A faithful person believes that God is in control
of my life because He cares for me at all times, good and bad. The goal of faithfulness is
to allow God to walk on my stormy waters and invite Him into my sinking boat. I believe
God will never allow my boat to sink.
My friend Ruth was so faithful to God. She had many reasons not to be. Her whole life was
one hardship after another. She was an orphan abandoned by her parents. Her husband
abandoned her after giving birth to their son. She was a single mother working hard to
raise him and feed him. Sadly, he passed away at a young age. I met Ruth living alone,
her body filled with arthritis from her years of hard work cleaning rich people’s homes.
She was homebound, unable to attend Church. I would very gently hold her gnarled hand
out of fear a bone would break. Into that hand I would place the Body of Christ.
On my last visit before my ordination she gave me a gift. She told me, “God has been
so good to me.” I was shocked to hear her say that. She continued, “With every cross
God gave me a blessing. You have to look for them but they’re there. I’ve carried many
crosses so God has given many blessings. When you are a priest, tell the people to keep
faith and never lose hope.” She handed me a box. Inside was a banner she made for
my ordination. What a precious gift made even more so when I thought of the pain her
hands endured while making it. This gift I have hid so well I can’t find it to show you. It
depicts a road that leads to the Cross. She placed flowers along the path. She told me,
“On the road of life the flowers are the blessings. They make the Cross more bearable.”
Shortly after my ordination Ruth went to Heaven. Her Cross is no more. Only the flowers
of blessings surround her. Well done good and faithful servant.

