OUR LADY OF THE HILLS

The Catholic Community of Adams and Highland Counties

ST. MARY CHURCH
212 S. High St. - Hillsboro, OH 45133
937-403-2510 - edbourdase@yahoo.com
www.saintmaryhillsboro.org
Masses Sat. 5:30 p.m. Sun. 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.
Tues. 9:15 a.m. Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Hory TrinirTY CHURCH
612 E. Mulberry St. - West Union, OH 45693
937-544-2757 - secretary@holytrinity-ac.org
www.holytrinity-ac.org
Masses Sat. 5:00 p.m. Sun. 11:00 a.m.

Mon. 7:00 p.m. Wed. 9:00 a.m. Fri. 12:00 p.m.

Fr. Mike PARANIUK, PASTOR
937-403-2510 - edbourdase@yahoo.com

St. BEN1GNUS CHURCH
204 S. Second St. - Greenfield, OH 45123
937-981-2785 - stbenignus@gmail.com
www.stbenignus.com
Masses Sat. 3:30 p.m. Sun. 12:00 p.m.
Tues. 11:00 a.m. Fri. 12:00 p.m.

ST. MArRY QUEEN oF HEAVEN CHURCH
205 Wendell Ave. - Peebles, OH 45660
937-544-2757 - secretary@holytrinity-ac.org
www.holytrinity-ac.org
Masses Sun. 8:30 a.m.

Tues. 9:00 a.m. Thurs. 9:00 a.m.

Fr. MARK BREDESTEGE, VICAR
937-637-8035 - frbredestege@holytrinity-ac.org



ST. MARY CHURCH

ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD

CONFESSION (RECONCILIATION): CONFESSION IS AVAILABLE
BEFORE THE MASSES OR BY APPOINTMENT.

ROSARY EVERY SUNDAY AT 7:40 A.M. AT ST. MARY CHURCH

Sunday, January 21, 2024
8:00 a.m. St. Mary —\Velma & Jerome Winner
(Joan & Chief Jim Winner)

CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY 9:45 A.M. EVERY SUNDAY BEFORE
10:00 A.M. MASS AT ST. MARY CHURCH

10:00 a.m. St. Mary — Donald Markland (Joseph Markland)
Noon St. Benignus — Deceased Members of Stuckey Spangler
Families (Larry & Susan Stuckey)
Fr. Mark Bredestege

Tuesday, January 23, 2024
9:15 a.m. St. Mary — Healing for Laura Sprauer (Cynthia Sprauer)

ROSARY EVERY TUESDAY AT 11:00 A.M. AT ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

11:30 a.m. St. Benignus — Zaldy Bucayan (McNichols Family)
Fr. Mike Paraniuk

ROSARY EVERY THURSDAY AT 6:30 P.M. AT ST. MARY CHURCH

Thursday, January 25, 2024
7:00 p.m. St. Mary — Petra Riguer (Josie Riguer)
Fr. Mike Paraniuk

Friday, January 26, 2024
Noon St. Benignus — Rosemary Kropfelder (Fitchpatrick Family)
Fr. Mike Paraniuk

Saturday, January 27, 2024
3:30 p.m. St. Benignus — Ruth Peterson (Birthday)
(Eric & Cathy Givens)
5:30 p.m. St. Mary —Joan Wright (Mary Tamborski)
Fr. Mike Paraniuk

Sunday, January 28, 2024
8:00 a.m. St. Mary — Regina Schmidt (Rockey Family)
10:00 a.m. St. Mary — Stanley & Rosemary Feder (Joyce Combs)
Noon St. Benignus — Mary Lou Haines
(Leah Salyer & Mary Lynn Burnett)
Fr. Mike Paraniuk

ST. MARY COLLECTION JANUARY 14, 2024

Weekly Need.......ccceceereveereeencnnennne S 6,500.00
Weekly Collection............... S 3,806.00
Variance .....oooeeeveeeeeeereecnnns S -2,694.00
FISCAL YEAR NEED.............. $ 188,500.00
FISCAL YEAR COLLECTED $ 177,514.00
VARIANCE......ccccotniirmrrnrrncrencrencnnne S -10,986.00
ST. BENIGNUS COLLECTION JANUARY 14, 2024
Weekly Need.......ccceceereveereeencnnennne S 1,900.00
Weekly Collection.........cccceeurenen. S 1,934.00
VarianCe ..eeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnes S +34.00
FISCAL YEAR NEED.....ccceeuvrenerennnene S 55,100.00
FISCAL YEAR COLLECTED . S 72,069.00
VARIANCE......ccccotniirmrrnrrncrencrencnnne $ +16,969.00

Thank You for your Generosity!

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Remember in your prayers those parishioners or their family or friends
who are sick, in the hospital, nursing home, homebound or in need of
prayers...

ST. BENIGNUS & ST. MARY PRAYER LIST

Jeff Hadley, Theresa Shackelford, Cathy Thompson, Teresa Staten, Edna
Maxwell, Jean Smith, Howard Smith, Lide Parker, Laura Sprauer, Karen
Griffith, Kathy Birchfield, Bill Combs, Joe Trimpe, Sandy Singer, Ed Davis,
Anna Turner

** To Add/Remove from Parish Prayer List, please inform the office at
St. Mary, 937-840-9932, or leave a note in the collection basket at St.
Mary or St. Benignus.**

BULLETIN DEADLINE

**Pplease submit by Monday 10:00 a.m. in writing or e-mail
justleahatstmary@gmail.com or submit in my mailbox located at the front
of the school or call the office at 937-840-9932.**

$83,104.05 Debt on Fr. Luehrmann Hall.

ST. MARY PROGRAM CONTACTS
St. Vincent de Paul: George Sakash; Contact: 937-205-0919
Knights of Columbus: Grand Knight, Jim Hehl: 937-661-4835
RCIA: Joyce Combs; Contact: 937-403-6708
Parish School of Religion (Grades Pre-K through 12th Grade)
Michelle Vanzant Salyer;
Contact: 937-840-9932 or stmarycre1l19@gmail.com
Choir Director: Lynn Turner; Contact: 937-763-8522
Pro-Life Representative: Mary Tamborski; Contact: 937-205-4458
St. Mary Church Office: Contact: 937-840-9932

ST. BENIGNUS PROGRAM CONTACTS
St. Vincent de Paul: Gene DeBruin; Contact: 937-981-2785
Knights of Columbus: Grand Knight, Bruce Bennett, Sr.;
Contact: 740-471-5022
RCIA: Contact: 937-981-2785, sthenignus@gmail.com
Parish School of Religion: Chyane Collins; Contact: 740-572-2101
or chyanecollins@gmail.com
Bruce Bennett Jr.; Contact: 740-572-2085
or bennettb@greatoaks.com
Ladies Aux: President: Paula Miller
Contact: 937-876-9883
St. Benignus Cemetery: Contact: 937-981-2785
stbenignus@gmail.com
Pro-Life Representative: Mary Tamborski; Contact: 937-205-4458

St.Vincentde Paul You are invited to serve people in need in the

N\ Hillsboro area by joining the Society of St. Vincent de
E Paul. Helping us provide people in our Parish area
§ ; who need food, utility assistance, transportation,

Neighbors Helping Neighbors  and  other types of support will be a rewarding
experience. Working on our fundraising events, which support the work of
SVdP, is another way to help. Is it time for you to live your religious
convictions and give something back for all you have received? Please call
SVdP President, George Sakash at 937-205-0919.

MEET AND GREET

January 20,2024 after 5:30 p.m. Mass and January 21, 2024 after the 8:00
and 10:00 a.m. Masses in the St. Mary Narthex. Stop by for refreshments
and meet the Board of St. Vincent de Paul at St. Mary Parish. There will
be information available about what SVdP can do for our community.
Everyone is welcome.



THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JANUARY 20/21, 2024

CHURCH SURVEY — PLEASE COMPLETE BEFORE FEBRUARY 26th
Our Lady of the Hills Family will be participating in a parish-wide survey!
January 20th through February 26th

(DMI) Disciple Maker Index Survey is an anonymous survey of parishioners
that provides insights into the level of missionary discipleship in the parish
in addition to the effectiveness of the Mass experience, preaching and
other aspects of the parish. The survey will take 10-15 minutes and can
be done online or reach out to the Church Office at 937-40-9932 or 937-
205-3038 for any help/questions!! The online links are posted below for
each church.

**There will be computer access scheduled dates at each church in the
coming weekends as well as a paper copy, if requested.**

St. Mary (Hillsboro) — https://portal.catholicleaders.org/d/b272yb

Holy Trinity — https://portal.catholicleaders.org/d/b2c6bb

St. Benignus — https://portal.catholicleaders.org/d/bk75db

St. Mary Queen of Heaven — https://portal.catholicleaders.org/d/b273x5

ST. BENIGNUS SIGN UP
Servers (Adults and Children), Sacristans, Lectors and Eucharistic
Ministers Requested: Please sign up on the sheets located at the back
of the church, or call the Church Office at 937-981-2785. Training will be
provided.

St. Benignus Record Update: Please fill out a BLUE Paper located at the

back of the church to help update our St. Benignus Parish Records. Please
return to Collection Basket — Thank You!

ASH WEDNESDAY

St. Benignus Church & St Mary Church

Mass Schedule
NOON Mass - St Mary Church

6:00PM Mass- St. Benignus

7:30PM Mass - St Mary Church

St. Mary Church BINGO Income — Total since May 5: $11,206.70
Bingo Team 1 (February 2, 2024)

Anne Lerch, Taryn Hastings, Jane Horne, Barb Rayburn,
Michelle Salyer, Josh Pohlman, Tom Moran

b

BEACONS s of LIGHT

Pastoral Planning for Our Third Century

Love in Action Team Gathering

When: January 27, 2024, at 10:00 a.m.

Where: St. Mary Queen of Heaven
(205 Wendell Avenue Peebles, Ohio 45660)

Point Person: Michelle Vanzant-Salyer at 937-840-9932 or
stmarycrel19@gmail.com

Birthday, Blessings!
January 21 — Abigail Gillespie, Kim Pack
January 22 — Barbara Ludwick
January 23 — Bonnie Rusch
January 24 — John Butsch, Ellie Howland, Adam King, David Spicer,
Carole Terrell, Cathy Thompson
January 25 — Steven Ventura
January 26 — Delores Kossler, Kaitlyn Strickland
January 27 — David Frump, Janet Hauser
January 28 — Linda Friessen
February 1 — Christina Witt
February 2 — Nancy Bennett, Hannah Singleton

DATES TO REMEMBER

Sunday, January 28, 2024
10:30 a.m. PSR (Religious Ed. Bldg.) — St. Benignus
Sunday, February 4, 2024
11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Youth Group (Bible Bowl) Nacho Party —
St. Mary
Sunday, February 11, 2024
After 10:00 a.m. Mass Youth Group St. Mary Sweet Treat — St. Mary

SAVE THE DATE: FEBRUARY 10, 2024

“Being Authentically Catholic in a Difficult Culture — Maybe You Were
Born for Such a Time as This” is the title of a retreat that will be
held at St. Stephen Parish, 3804 Eastern Avenue, Cincinnati, 45226.
Fr. David Endres will start the day with Holy Mass at 8:30 a.m. Then
he will give a brief history of the Catholic Church and very difficult
times through which he valiantly survived. Short presentations by
gifted speakers will be followed by small group discussions that will
give great hope and new insights to help you navigate the future.
The retreat will end at 3:00 p.m. Prayer teams will be available at
the end of the retreat. Please bring a bag lunch to enjoy fellowship
at the lunch break. For those who register early, baby sitting will be
available in a room adjacent to the retreat.

Fa

More details and a registration link can be found at:
www.presentationministries.com — Just scroll down to find the list
of retreats or call 513-373-2397. Mark your calendars now! Invite a
friend to register with you! Cost is a freewill offering, so everyone can
afford to attend.




ST. MARY CHURCH

ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

“He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.”

(Lk 24:45)
In 2019, Pope Francis established the Sunday of the Word of God to be
celebrated each year on the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time. As the Holy
Father stated in his apostolic letter instituting the observance, “Devoting
a specific Sunday of the liturgical year to the word of God can enable
the Church to experience anew how the risen Lord opens up for us the
treasury of his word and enables us to proclaim its unfathomable riches
before the world.” (Aperuit illus, no. 2)

On January 21, 2024, in observance of the Sunday of the Word of God,
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, through a grant from
the American Bible Society, will offer a “Sunday Seminar Series” of four
videos about Sacred Scripture in the life of the Church. These videos,
available in English and Spanish, will feature bishops and biblical scholars,
accompanied by discussion/reflection questions.
https://catholic.bible/sunday-of-the-word-of-god/.

Through these videos, we hope to bring people into an encounter
with Scripture. May God’s people be inspired and challenged to see,
understand, and engage with Scripture in a new and prayerful way.

1 NENRROR A5 the Father has sent Me,
MINISTRIES

APPEAL

2024

so I send you.” ~John 20:21

Seminary & Vocations Retired Priests & Senior Clergy

Provide seminarian and diaconate formation, as Support our retired Archdiocesan priests to

well as lay pastoral ministry programs at continue their ministry after retirement by assisting

Mount St. Mary's Seminary & School of Theology. pastors with weekend Masses, hearing confessions,
visiting the sick in hospitals, and more.

Catholic Charities & Catholic Social Services Campus Ministry

Help these organizations provide food for the Serve college students at Miami, UC and Wright

hungry, emergency relief, counseling, Hispanic State Universities through innovative programs that

services, senior services, and more. keep them connected to their Catholic faith during
this pivotal time in their lives.

St. Rita School for the Deaf Hospital Ministry

Support St. Rita's educational and social needs of Minister to the sick and afflicted, as chaplains and

deaf children, and those with communication needs lay pastoral ministers bring the sacraments, prayer,

in grades Pre-K through 12. and companionship to hospitals throughout the
Archdiocese.

Center for the New Evangelization Prison Ministry

Sponsor programming for the most important Ensure that the incarcerated are visited by Christ

stages of life. Key areas include: formation in the sacraments, especially the Eucharist and

of Parish Leaders, facilitating Archdiocesan Reconciliation. Provide RCIA classes and other

evangelization ministries, marriage preparation, faith-based programs.

and youth/young adult ministries.

Seminary & Vocations Catholic Charities &  St. Rita School for the Deaf Center for the New

40 men are in formation for Social Services 7 2 full-time students and Evangelization
the Archdiocese. 7 will be 362,436 mealsserved. AL training for nearly 200 752 couples attended
i le.
ordained to the priesthood this  Food distributed to 24’796_ people. GENESIS marriage preparation
spring. retreats.

Retired Priests & Campus Ministry Hospital Ministry Prison Ministry

Senior Clergy wellover 41,000 studentsare  Over 40,000 hospital visits 7 inmates completed RCIA and
105 retired priests supported, - crively involved on a weekly basis.  to patients, staff, and family were received into the Church.
many continue helping parishes. members last year. 0]

Visit CatholicAOC.org/CMA to give online.

DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE
LEGAL PROTECTION OF
UNBORN CHILDREN

JANUARY 22
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Day of Prayer
for the Legal Protection of
Unborn Children

God our Creator, we give thanks to
you, who alone have the power to
impart the breath of life as you
form each of us in our mother's
womb; grant, we pray, that we,
whom you have made stewards of
creation, may remain faithful to
this sacred trust and constant in
safeguarding the dignity of every
human life.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

https:/www.catholicculture.org/
https:/fnww.christian-songlyrics.net/

10 Hail Marys
/ \ /Glory Be &

3rd Mystery &
Our Father \ O My Jesus
Glory Be & 4 4th Mystery &
O My Jesus ™ . Our Father

Praying

The Holy
Rosary

The Rosary is a Scripture-based prayer. It begins with the Apostles'
Creed, which summarizes the great mysteries of the Catholic faith.
‘The Our Father, which introduces each mystery, i from the Gospels.
The first part of the Hail Mary is the angel's words announcing
Christ's birth and Elizabeth’s greeting to Mary. The Mysteries of the
Rosary center on the events of Christ's life. There are four sets of
Mysteries: Joyful, Sorrowful, Glorious and Luminous.

N

el ot

Glory Be &

// O My Jesus

__ SthMystery &

2nd Mystery )
T - Our Father

& Our Father

Glory Be & / “There is no problem, I tell you, no matter how difficult it s, that we.
O My Jesus cannot solve by the prayer of the Holy Rosary”"
~Sister Lucia, of the seers of Fatima

N

\ Glory Be & O My Jesus

~ Hail, Holy Queen

1st Mystery &
— Qur Father FATIMA PRAYER: Oh my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save
us from the fires of Hell;lead all souls to Heaven,
especially those in most need of Thy mercy. Amen.

BLESS YOURSELF: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen. (As you say this, touch your forehead with your
tight hand when you say Father, touch your breastbone when you say

Son, touch your left shoulder when you say Holy, and touch your right —Glory Be
shoulder when you say Spirit) THE SALVE REGINA: Hail, Holy Queen, mother of mercy;
our life, our sweetness, and our hope. To thee do we cry,
THE CREED: | believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven " poor banished children of Eve. To thee do we send up our
and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was 3 Hail sighs, mourning and weeping in this vale of tears. Turn,
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Marys then, most gracious advocate, thine eyes of mercy
Pontius Pilate; was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into toward us. And after this, our exile, show unto us the
Hell. The third day He rose again from the dead . He ascended into blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus. O clement, O loving, O
Heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty. He shall sweet Virgin Mary. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God, that
come again to judge the iving and the dead. | believe in the Holy we may be madenworthy of the promises of Christ.
Spirit the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the Amen.
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. —Our Father

Amen. 0 GOD, WHOSE only-begotten Son by His life, death and
resurrection, has purchased for us the rewards of eternal
life; grant, we beseech Thee, that by meditating upon

these mysteries of the Most Holy Rosary of the Blessed

Sign of The Virgin Mary, we may imitate what they contain and
Cross obtain what they promise, through the same Christ our
2 A Lord. Amen.
N &

Apostles’ MEMORARE: Remember oh most Blessed Virgin Mary
Creed that never was it known, that anyone who fled to your
protection, implored your help, or sought your interces-
sion, was left unaided. Inspired by this confidence, we fly
untothee, oh virgin of virgins, our Mother. To you do we

"THE OUR FATHER: Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy
Name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as itis in Heaven.
Give us this day i , and forgive us our we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. Amen.

HAIL MARY: Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art
thou among women, and blessed i the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our
death. Amen.

GLORY BE to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it come, before you we stand, sinful and sorrowful. Oh
was in the beginning is now, and ever shall be, world without end. mother of the Word Incarate, despise not our petitions,
Amen. www.thecatholickid.com butin your mercy, hear and answer them. Amen.



THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME JANUARY 20/21, 2024

SERMON ON MARK 1:14-20

There is a television series on Netflix called, “Beef,” which is winning all types of awards. It is described as an “existential
thriller.” Two strangers, named Danny and Amy (played by Steven Yuen and Ali Wong), devise various schemes to seek
revenge on each other for a car accident in a store parking lot. Their feud becomes a “road rage on steroids” that
changed their lives forever. It culminates in a car chase where both of them drive off a cliff. They are alive, but have no
way to contact anyone. Amy forces Danny at gun point to forage for food, which leads them to eat poisonous berries.
Believing they are dying; they share with each other about the pain in their lives. Danny is a failing contractor. The
accident that sparked the feud occurred in the parking lot of Amy’s failed business she was closing. They walk back
together to the city. Danny was admitted into the hospital where he falls into a coma. Amy hugs him passionately.
When Danny awakes, he returns the embrace.

There is a scene in this show where she asks her therapist a question that revealed to me how wonderful God’s Good
News is. Amy asks, “Do you think love can really be unconditional? You know, there must be some point where we all
fall outside the reach of love. Like the mistake is so big and then the love has to stop.” When | heard that, bells rang
and lights flashed in my mind. | yelled out to my three cats sleeping in my lap, “That’s God’s Good News!” No one
falls outside the reach of His Love. Jesus proclaimed that God’s Love never stops. Your biggest sin, your worst mistake,
cannot keep God from loving you. That’s what unconditional love means. | remembered the words of actor Martin
Sheen when a news reporter asked him to comment about the drug abuse and craziness of his son Charlie, who got
fired from the show “Two and a Half Men.” Martin calmly replied, “I'll have to love him more.”

The first humans with a soul, Adam and Eve, screwed up really bad in the Garden of Eden. Satan was so jealous that
God made humans. Psalm 8:6-7 gives the reason: “You made him (humans) a little lower than the angels; You crowned
him with glory and honor. You made him ruler of the works of Your hands.” Satan felt this honor should have belonged
to him. He sought revenge against God by tempting Adam and Eve to turn against God. The very first sin was idolatry.
“You will not surely die,” the serpent told her. “For God knows that in the day you eat of it, your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God. (Gen 3:4-5) The root of every sin is idolatry. |, the creature, turn away from the Creator. | make
myself a god.

But God has not abandoned us. Jesus is the arms of God reaching out to us with a never-stopping Love, a reach that has
no limit. The Good News becomes visible in the flesh of Jesus, who came to our rescue. “This is the time of fulfillment.
The kingdom of God is at hand.” (Mark 1:15) This is God’s decisive moment to win us back. It’s like Jesus is saying, “Pay
attention! See! | come to save you!”

So what should our response be? You must do two things: “Repent and believe in the Good News.” Here is where
Christians (especially Catholics) find a stumbling block. Repentance means to turn around. Turn away from the sin and
turn back to God. But too often Christians let guilt get in the way of their repentance. The guilt feelings keep them from
believing that God forgives them. Often have | dealt with people who can’t repent because their guilt is so great, they
can’t believe God really forgives them. “Why should | go to church? God probably doesn’t want me anyways.” They are
afraid the church walls will fall on them.

Believing in the Good News requires that you not only accept and believe God’s Mercy, but you have to forgive yourself.
There is a true story about Joyce Brown, who had a life-after-death experience. She carried shame for many years
because she treated her mother so badly as a teenager. She never got a chance to tell her mom she loved her. She never
got a chance to ask forgiveness. Mom died suddenly from a heart attack. Joyce herself died suddenly, but was revived.
She had a life review in Heaven that healed her shame.

In the life review, she expected to see the times she hurt her mom, the times of disrespect and ugly behavior. To her
surprise, there was nothing. She even asked the angel why there is no record of her meanness. The angel replied, “It
was wiped out.” Joyce asked, “Why?” The angel replied, “Because at those times your mom forgave you.”

God says, “For | will be merciful toward their iniquities, and | will remember their sins no more.” (Hebrews 8:12) When
you repent, God remembers your sin no more. Why should you?” Blessings ... Fr. Mike
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